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County Committee, Delegate to the New Jer-
sey Democratic Convention in 1983, Co-Chair
of volunteers in Northeast New Jersey for Jim
Florio’s 1990 Gubernatorial campaign, and a
volunteer for the National Governors Associa-
tion 84th Annual Meeting in Princeton, New
Jersey.

As an involved resident of Maplewood, she
is always ready to participate in activities and
contribute to the public good. Numerous
groups including, the John J. Giblin Associa-
tion, the American Heart Association, the
American Cancer Society and the Maplewood
Senior Club II have honored her. The latter
group named her Senior of the Year.

Mary has been married since 1946 to Nich-
olas F. Romano, who is retired from the New-
ark Board of Education. She has lived in Ma-
plewood since 1961. Her two children are
Nicholas Francis Romano, Jr. and Mary
Michele Fox. She has three grandchildren,
Christina Marie Romano, Joseph Timothy Fox
and the twins Jessica Lynn Romano and An-
thony Romano.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Mary’s family, friends, the Democratic
Party, the Township of Maplewood, the State
of New Jersey and me in recognizing the out-
standing and invaluable service to the commu-
nity of Mary Romano.
f
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased to
introduce legislation that will assist in estab-
lishing an interpretive and cultural center in
the vicinity of the Diamond Valley Reservoir in
southern California. This center will preserve,
protect and make available the extraordinary
discoveries that were uncovered during the
construction of the Diamond Valley Reservoir
to all citizens of the United States.

During the past five years, the construction
of the Diamond Valley Reservoir outside of
Hemet, California has been the largest, pri-
vate, earth moving construction project in the
United States. The Reservoir is now the larg-
est man made lake in southern California. It
covers 4,500 acres, is 4.5 miles long and 2
miles wide and is 160–250 feet deep. The
cost of $1.8 billion for construction was totally
borne by the residents of southern California.
The reservoir will provide a desperately need-
ed emergency supply of water for the city of
Los Angeles and the surrounding area.

During the construction and excavation of
this massive project, extraordinary paleon-
tology and archeology discoveries were un-
covered. Unearthed were 365 prehistoric sites,
pictographs, petroglyphs, stone tools, bone
tools, and arrow heads. In addition, a pre-
served mastodon skeleton, a mammoth skel-
eton and a 7 foot tusk and bones from extinct
animals previously unknown to have resided in
the area including the giant Long-Horned
Bison and an enormous North American Lion
were discovered. In addition, the construction
of the Diamond Valley Reservoir unearthed
the largest known accumulation of late Ice
Age fossils known in California. The scientific
importance of this collection may now rival

California’s other famed site, the La Brea Tar
Pits.

It is my honor to introduce legislation which
will be the first step in preserving this world
class collection of archaeological, paleontolog-
ical and late Ice Age fossils for future genera-
tions.
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Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend an historic partnership between the
Ohio Valley Chapter of the Associated Build-
ers and Contractors (ABC) and the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA). The agreement provides incentives
for contractors to voluntarily improve their
safety performance under the high-standard
guidelines set by the partnership while OSHA
will recognize those contractors with exem-
plary safety programs. This cooperation sig-
nifies that the participants are committed to
ensuring the highest standards of workplace
safety.

I want to recognize the local Ohio leader-
ship of ABC in forging this partnership which
is beneficial to workers, contractors, and
OSHA. Additionally, I would like to recognize
the OSHA Area Director, William Murphy from
Cincinnati, Ohio, for his hard work in making
this alliance possible.

The Associated Builders and Contractors
and OSHA have always shared a common
goal: saving lives and protecting the well-being
of local workers. Now they have a partnership
which provides a model for cooperation be-
tween the public and private sectors. This new
level of cooperation will allow both groups to
more effectively meet their goals and maintain
the levels of safety which make American
workers the best in the world.

I am pleased to recognize and commend
this partnership and I am hopeful that it will
set the stage for future cooperation in other in-
dustries.
f
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
sadness that I inform the House of the death
of Chuck Blackwell, a former Lexington, Mis-
souri, resident and graduate of Wentworth
Military Academy. He was 84.

Chuck, a son of the late Horace F. and
Berrien Menefee Blackwell, was born on Feb-
ruary 17, 1916. He attended Wentworth Mili-
tary Academy in Lexington, Missouri, and
graduated from the University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia in 1936. While in college, he was a
member of Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Delta
Theta fraternity. Then, he attended the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School, where he was

elected to the Order of the Coif and a member
of Phi Delta Phi law fraternity. Upon gradua-
tion in 1939, he joined a law firm then called
McCune, Caldwell & Downing.

Chuck left the law firm in 1942 to serve his
country during World War II. He rose from the
rank of second lieutenant to major while as-
signed to the Fourteenth Armored Division,
Army of the United States, from 1942 until
1946. A war hero, his military service was rec-
ognized with a Silver Star, a Bronze Star with
oak leaf cluster, a Purple Heart and three bat-
tle stars.

In 1948, Chuck rejoined the law firm, known
for many years as Blackwell, Sanders,
Matheny, Weary & Lombardi, where he served
as a managing partner. Professional affili-
ations developed during his 57 year law ca-
reer included the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar
Association, the American Bar Association, the
Missouri Bar and the Lawyers Association of
Kansas City. He also served on many cor-
porate boards.

Chuck was also involved in many civic and
charitable activities in his community. He was
a University Trustee of the Nelson-Atkins Mu-
seum of Art from 1957 to 1991. Additionally,
Chuck was a member of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the American Royal Association,
Vice President and Director of the Charles R.
and Minnie Cook Foundation, board member
of the Jacob L. and Ella C. Loose Foundation
and the Greater Kansas City Community
Foundation, Trustee of the Loretta M. Cowden
Foundation and the Midwest Research Insti-
tute, and Director of the Starlight Theatre As-
sociation. Furthermore, Chuck was an avid
hunter and fisherman and loyal Kansas City
Chiefs, Kansas City Royals and Missouri Ti-
gers fan.

Chuck married the late Mary Lou Harris
Blackwell of Kansas City on April 25, 1942.
They were married for 56 years and had one
son, the late Stephen M. Blackwell.

Mr. Speaker, Chuck Blackwell was my good
friend and a great American. I know the Mem-
bers of the House will join me in extending
heartfelt condolences to his family.
f
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Morris B. Abram, an outstanding
leader of the American Jewish community and
an activist in the civil rights movement whose
accomplishments helped shape our country
and typified the ideal of public service. His
death last month at the age of 81 was a loss
to all of us who counted this great American
as a friend and mentor on the ways to pro-
mote civil rights at home and human rights
abroad.

He served as the president of Brandeis Uni-
versity and was asked by five presidents to
take a lead role in a number of commissions
and panels that promoted equal educational
and housing opportunities for all Americans,
and protection of our seniors against corrup-
tion in the nursing home industry and greater
respect for human rights around the world.

Having served on the staff of the Inter-
national Military Tribunal at Nuremburg, he
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